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FAITHFUL DEACONS 
Key F      [FOR DIACONATE ORDINATIONS]     By Elvis Nsaikila W. N., Dec. 2011 

Refrain: 
You have been raised to the Order       of    Deacon;              you will act in the   name  of the Church.  May you be 
 .m : m . m   s :  m.m | f .,m : -.r   m.,d : - | - : m.m  s : r .m  | f.m : d .d   r : - | .d : r .m 
 .d : d . d   m :  d.d | r .,d : -.l1  d.,s1: - | - : d.d  m : d .d  | r.d : l1.l1  t1: - | .s1: t1.de 
 .s : s . s   d1:  s.s | l .,s : -.f   s.,m : - | - : s.s  d1: s .s  |  l  : s .m   s : - | .m : f .s 
 .d : d . d   d :  d.d | l1.,s1: -.l1  d.,d : - | - : d.d  d : s1.s1 |  l1 : s1.m1  s1: - | .d : t1.m 
 

faithful       to the     promises you’ve made.           On this day    we pray  to the  Lord         that you may 
 f.,f : -.r ,r  | s .f : m .r    m  : - | - : m .s   f : -.m | f : m .f    s : - | .m : m.m   
 r.,r : -.t1,t1 | m .r : d .t1   d  : - | - : d .r   d : -.t1| d : t1.d    r : - | .d : d.d   
 l.,l : -.s ,s  | d1.t : l .s    l  : - | - : s .t   l : -.s | l : s .l    t : - | .s : s.s   
 f.,f : -.r ,r  | m .r : d .t1   l1 : - | - : s1.s1  f1: -.m1| f1: m1.f1   s1: - | .d : d.d   
 

    be           faithful      deacons. 
  s : - | f .,m : -.r   d : -  
  r : - | d .,t1: -.l1  s1: -  
  t : - | l .,s : -.f   m : -  
  s1: - | l1.,s1: -.r   d : - 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1. You have promised obedience      to your supe-----riors.          May you be         like our Lord, Jesus      Christ, 
 : d.r     m.,m :-.d | f.,m :-.d  d.,d :-.m | r : -   .d : r.m | - : d.d    f.,m : -.d | r : - 
    who, though he was God,  obeyed through suffering.          You give up your will     to   do the     will       of  
   s . s    : m.m | s : -.m  s.,f : -.m | r : -    : d .m | r .d : m  -.d : r.d | f.,m : -.r 
   God.                                 May you be          faithful      deacons. (Refrain) 
   d : - | - : -     : d . m | r : -  f.,m : -.r | d : -   - : - | -    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2.  You have promised   today        to  live a      chaste life. When you live         in a     celi----bate   state 
  : d.r     m.,m :-.r | m :-.d  f.,r : -.m | r : -   .d : r.m | - : d.d  f.,m :-.d | r : - 
     you taste here on earth    a    life yet       to   come,         you point to our end,  the     heavenly life      to 
    m.s :  m .f | s : -.m  f.,m : -.d | r : -    : d.m |  r.d : m  -.d : f.m | r.,r : -.d 
    come                    May you be          faithful      deacons. (Refrain) 
   d : - | - : -     : d . m | r : -  f.,m : -.r | d : -   - : - | -    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

3.  You have promised detachment from things of      this  life.        You will die to self  and  live for      others. 
 : d . r    m.,m :-.d | f.,m :-.d    f.,r :-.m | r : -  .d : r.m | r.m :-.d  f.,r : -.m | r :  
  But you will be repaid       a   hundredfold  here,          and, hereafter       repaid with       e—ter------nal  
  : .m   m.m : m.m | s :-.m  s.,f :-.m | r : -   .m : s.f | m :-.d  f.,m : -.d | r : -.d 
      life                                  May you be          faithful      deacons. (Refrain) 
   d : - | - : -     : d . m | r : -  f.,m : -.r | d : -   - : - | -    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  You have promised   to  pray the   prayers of     the Church.     You will sanctify       the hours of      the day. 
 : d . r    m.,m :-.d | f.,r :-.f  m.,d :-.d | r : -   .d : r.m | r.m :-.d   f.,m : -.d | r :- 
     May you pray ceaselessly from the depths of your hearts,         praying always for the whole world   and  for your  
    m . s : s . s | f.m : d .d    f.,m :-.d | r : -   : s.f | f.m : d.d  f.,m :-.r | -.d : t1.t1 
   selves                              May you be          faithful      deacons. (Refrain) 
   d : - | - : -     : d . m | r : -  f.,m : -.r | d : -   - : - | -    
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Coda 
May you  live up to the challenge that you have taken:  when  you will – preach  the Word of    the  Lord, 
: m.f    s.s : m.m | f.m  :   r.d   d.,m :-.r | -.s1 : d.r    m.,r :-.d  | m.,r :-.d   d :-.r  | -. 
                                                       A:   d.,t1:-.l1 | d.,t1:-.s1  l1:-.t1  | -. 
                                                       T:   s.,f :-.m | s.,f :-.m   f :-.s  | -. 
                                                                                             when you will – give new life at bapti---sm, 
                                                                                             when you will – witness   at    marria----ges, 
                                                                                             when you will – take Christ to the sick and old, 
                                                                                             when you will – stand by the faithful at death. (3bars) 
      As you act in the name of        the Church,          may you be          faithful       deacons. (Refrain) 
  : d.r | r : d.d   m.,r : -.d | r : -      : d.m | r : -  f.,m : -.r | d : -   - : - | -  

 
[N/B: Can be adapted for the ordination of a single candidate] 


